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medical authority, to have been en-
gaged in a pattern of furnishing serv-
ices to beneficiaries which are substan-
tially in excess of their medical needs;
except that the name of any provider
or other person shall not be disclosed
pursuant to a finding under this para-
graph (b)(2) of this section, unless that
provider or other person has first been
afforded a reasonable opportunity to
offer evidence on his behalf.

(c) Upon request in writing, cost re-
ports submitted by providers of serv-
ices pursuant to section 1815 of the Act
to enable the Secretary to determine
amounts due the providers.

§401.136 Requests for information or
records.

(a) A request should reasonably iden-
tify the requested record by brief de-
scription. Requesters who have de-
tailed information which would assist
in identifying the records requested are
urged to provide such information in
order to expedite the handling of the
request. Envelopes in which written re-
quests are submitted should be clearly
identified as Freedom of Information
requests. The request should include
the fee or request determination of the
fee. When necessary, a written request
will be promptly forwarded to the prop-
er office, and the requester will be ad-
vised of the date of the receipt and
identification and address of the proper
office.

(b) Determinations of whether
records will be released or withheld
will be made within 10 working days
from date of receipt of the request in
the office listed in §401.128 except
where HCFA extends this time and
sends notice of such extension to the
requester. Such extension may not ex-
ceed 10 additional working days and
shall apply only where the following
unusual circumstances exist:

(1) The need to search for and collect
the requested records from field facili-
ties or other establishments that are
separate from the office processing the
requests;

(2) The need to search for, collect,
and appropriately examine a volumi-
nous amount of separate and distinct
records which are requested in a single
request; or
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(3) The need for consultation, which
shall be conducted with all practicable
speed, with another agency having a
substantial interest in the request or
among two or more components of
HCFA having a substantial interest in
the subject matter of the request.

(c) If an extension is made, the re-
quester will be notified in writing be-
fore the expiration of 10 working days
from receipt of the request and will be
given an explanation of why the exten-
sion was necessary and the date on
which a determination will be made.

(d) Authority to extend the time
limit with respect to any request for
information or records is granted to
the Director, Office of Public Affairs,
HCFA and to the Director of Public Af-
fairs in any HHS Regional Office.
Those officers and employees of HCFA
who are listed in §401.144(a) as having
authority to deny requests for informa-
tion from records maintained on indi-
viduals are granted authority to extend
the time limit for responding to re-
quests for information from such
records.

§401.140 Fees and charges.

(a) Statement of policy. It is HCFA’s
policy to comply with certain requests
for information services without
charge. Except as otherwise deter-
mined pursuant to paragraph (c) of this
section, fees will be charged for the fol-
lowing services with respect to all
other requests for information from
records which are reasonably identified
by the requesters:

(1) Reproduction,
copying of records;

(2) Searches for records; and

(3) Certification or authentication of
records.

(b) Fee schedules. The fee schedule is
as follows:

(1) Search for records. Three dollars
per hour: Provided, however, That no
charge will be made for the first half
hour.

(2) Reproduction, duplication, or copy-
ing of records. Ten cents per page where
such reproduction can be made by com-
monly available photocopying ma-
chines. The cost of reproducing records
which cannot be so photocopied will be
determined on an individual basis at
actual cost.
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(3) Certification or authentication of
records. Three dollars per certification
or authentication.

(4) Forwarding materials to destination.
Any special arrangements for for-
warding which are requested shall be
charged at actual cost; however, no
charge will be made for postage.

(5) No charge will be made when the
total amount does not exceed five dol-
lars.

(c) Waiver or reduction of fees. Waiver
or reduction of the fees in paragraph
(b) of this section may be made upon a
determination that such waiver or re-
duction is in the public interest be-
cause furnishing the information can
be considered as primarily benefiting
the general public. Such determination
may be made by the appropriate officer
or employee identified in §401.144.

(d) Sale of documents. On occasion, a
previously printed document may be
available for sale to the public; the
cost of supplying the document is one
cent per page unless the document is
available for sale from the Super-
intendent of Documents, in which case
the price shall be that determined by
the Superintendent.

§401.144 Denial of requests.

(a) General authority. Only the Direc-
tor, Office of Public Affairs, HCFA, and
the Regional Directors of Public Af-
fairs, HHS, are authorized to deny
written requests to obtain, inspect or
copy any HCFA information or record.

(b) Forms of denials. (1) Oral requests
may be dealt with orally, but the re-
quester should be advised that the oral
response is not an official determina-
tion and that an official determination
may be obtained only by submitting
the request in writing. Appropriate
available assistance will be offered.

(2) Written Requests—Denials of
written requests will be in writing and
will contain the reasons for the denial
including, as appropriate, a statement
that a document requested is non-
existent or not reasonably described or
is subject to one or more clearly de-
scribed exemption(s). Denials will also
provide the requester with appropriate
information on how to exercise the
right of appeal.
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§401.148 Administrative review.

(a) Review by the Administrator. A per-
son whose request has been denied may
initiate a review by filing a request for
review with the Administrator of
HCFA, 700 East High Rise Building,
6401 Security Boulevard, Baltimore,
Maryland 21235, within 30 days of re-
ceipt of the determination to deny or
within 30 days of receipt of records
which are in partial response to his re-
quest if a portion of a request is grant-
ed and a portion denied, whichever is
later. Upon receipt of a timely request
for review, the Administrator will re-
view the decision in question and the
findings upon which it was based. Upon
the basis of the data considered in con-
nection with the decision and whatever
other evidence and written argument is
submitted by the person requesting the
review or which is otherwise obtained,
the Administrator or his designee will
affirm or revise in whole or in part the
findings and decision in question. A de-
cision to affirm the denial will be made
only upon concurrence of the Assistant
Secretary for Public Affairs, or his des-
ignee, after consultation with the Gen-
eral Counsel or his or her designee, and
the appropriate program policy offi-
cial. Written notice of the decision of
the Administrator will be mailed to the
person who requested the review. A
written decision will be made within 20
working days from receipt of the re-
quest for review. Extension of the time
limit may be granted under the cir-
cumstances listed in §401.136(b) to the
extent that the maximum 10 days limit
on extensions has not been exhausted
on the initial determination. The deci-
sion will include the basis for it and
will advise the requester of his right to
judicial review.

(b) Failure of the Administrator to com-
ply with the time limits. Failure of the
Administrator to comply with the time
limits set forth in §401.136 and this sec-
tion constitutes an exhaustion of the
requester’s administrative remedies.

§401.152 Court review.

Where the Administrator upon re-
view affirms the denial of a request for
records, in whole or in part, the re-
quester may seek court review in the
district court of the United States pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 552(a)(4)(B).
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